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GPCNZ Church Contact Details 
Northern Presbytery 

• Covenant Pr esbyter ian Church 

77 Rogers Rd, Manurewa, Auckland 
Pastor: Peter Boyd 
Ph (09) 269-1046 
 

• Tr inity Pr esbyter ian Church 
Takanini School, Old Park Place, Takanini, 

South Auckland 
Pastor: Andrew Macpherson 
Ph (09) 267-2847 

 

• Redeemer  Gr ace Pr esbyter ian Church 

www.redeemergpc.com 
1 Franki Bunce Grove, Chapel Park (a.m. ) 
Baverstock Oaks Primary School (p.m.) 

Flat Bush, Manukau 
Contact: Tony Bracefield 
Ph (09) 262-3463 

 

• Pr ovidence Pr esbyter ian Church (Mission 

Church) 
17a George St, Papatoetoe, Auckland 
Contact: Uaita Levi 

Ph (09) 267-9440 
 

• Taur anga Bible Fellowship 
Contact: Steve Williams 
Ph (07) 579-4973 

 

• Gr ace Church, Gisbor ne 
481 Gladstone Rd, Gisborne 

Pastor: Geoff Macpherson 
Ph (06) 868-1411 
 

 

Central Presbytery 

• Gr ace @ Wellington (Mission Church) 
Cuba St, Wellington Central 

Pastor: Ian Bayne 
Ph: (04) 586-8326 
 

• Gr ace Community Fellowship, 
New Plymouth 

Merrilands School, Kauri Street, 
New Plymouth 

Pastor: John Farr 

Ph: (021) 133-1172 
 

• Evangelical Pr esbyter ian Church of Chr ist-

church 
www.journey.org.nz 
The Fendalton Community Centre, 

170 Clyde Rd, Fendalton, Christchurch 
Contact: Trevor Webb 
Ph: (03) 981-2502 

 

• Evangelical Pr esbyter ian Church of Ashbur -

ton 
63 Princes St, Ashburton 
Minister: David Bayne 

Ph: (03) 307-7355 
 
McKenzie Centre, Fairlie 

Contact: Andrew Johnson 
Ph: (03) 685-8222 
 

 

Southern Presbytery 

• Gr ace Bible Church, Dunedin 

Leith Bowling Club, Duke Street, Dunedin 
Pastor: Mark Smith 
Ph: (03) 473-8100 
 

• Tokomair iro Gr ace Bible Church 
Senior Citizens Room 

Union Street, Milton, Otago 
Contact: Grant Bullin 
Ph: (03) 417-7120 

 

• Catlins Evangelical Church 

Owaka Community Centre, 
3 Ovenden Street, Owaka, South Otago 
Contact: Kevin Gray 

Ph: (03) 415-8414 
 

• Gr ace Pr esbyter ian Church, Gor e 
30 Hamilton Street, East Gore 
Pastor: Azriel Gray 

Ph (03) 208-8027 
 

• Wyndham Evangelical Church 
Balaclava Street, Wyndham 
Pastor: Peter van den B rink 

Ph (03) 206-4546 
 

• Gr ace Pr esbyter ian Church, Invercar gill 
cnr Centre  and Morton Streets, 
Georgetown, Invercargill 

Pastor: Barry Swann 
Ph (03) 217-7679 
 

• Tuataper e fellowship 
Scout & Guide Hall, Erskine St, Tuatapere 

Contact: Bruce Barney 
Ph (03) 225 5734 
 

Moderator 

• Peter Boyd (09) 269-2553 

Stated Clerk 

• David Bayne (03) 307-7355 

Treasurer 

• George Wallace (03) 208-6635 

by Mark Smith, Pastor, Grace Bible 

Church, Dunedin 

 
What motivates people?… the aver-

age Christian?…you?… the people 

in your church?   
 

What drives the stressed preacher to 

get his next sermon just right?  

What motivates the teenage girl 
struggling with anorexia to start  ad-

dressing the problem?  What moti-

vates the weary mother to have her 
children well dressed and well be-

h aved in 

church?  Or 

why does the 
young profes-

sional spend 

longer hours 
at work than his colleagues? 

Gospel Motivation 
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Led By The Father’s Hand 

Motives are difficult things to un-

derstand and pin down.  There can 

be several of them influencing us at 
a given moment.  They tend to fluc-

tuate and change like the weather, 

and often the good and the bad are 
mixed together.  

 

Normally, however, there is one 
foundational motive that tends to 

influence what we do. More often 

than not it  is one of three – guilt , 
fear or pride.  That’s true for Chris-

tians as well as non-Christians. 

 
The Bible is full of examples of this 

unholy trinity of motives. Guilt-

burdened Adam blames his wife for 
h is sin  (perhap s Adam was 

prompted by pride and fear as well); 
Peter withdraws from fellowship 

with Gentile Christians out of fear 

of the Jews; and the pride of Jesus’ 
disciples makes them squabble over 

who is the greatest.  

 
Motives such as these tend to drain 

the spiritual life of individuals and 

churches.  They make people more 
critical and less secure. They are 

anti-love, graceless and cruel.  They 

stifle and smother positive motiva-
tions.  They oppose humility, suffo-

cate joy, and dispel peace. They al-

ways weaken, never empower. 
 

What is more, they are cruel mas-

ters. They are always shouting at 
you to try harder and put in more 

effort.  They may produce results, 

but more often that not they leave 

you hurting with the scars of failure. 
 

But that’s not the worst thing about 

these three motives. Fear, guilt  and 
pride are wrong because they are 

contrary to the gospel. They spring 

from disbelief in the gospel – from 
not letting its truth influence and 

control you. 

 
The gospel is not just about Jesus 

dying on the cross so your sins 

could be forgiven and you could go 
to heaven. There is more to it  than 

that. At heart it  is about God’s Re-

deemer coming to restore a broken 
relationship. Through his death, 

enemies become children, foes be-
come allies, the rejected become 

accepted, and disgraced children 

become the joy and delight of their 
Father.  

 

When that’s understood and be-
lieved at the deepest level of your 

being, and your former faulty mo-

tives confessed and brought to 
Christ, a great liberation takes place. 

Your sense of guilt  disappears – you 

know that in spite of your failures, 
sermon flops and idolatrous desires, 

through Jesus you are still God’s 

dearly loved child, the apple of your 
Father’s eye Col. 3:12). Fear van-

ishes as you realize you are secure 

in his arms (Rom. 8:37-39). And 
pride evaporates – you no longer 

boast in yourself but in the One who 

earned your salvation and accep-

tance (1 Cor. 1:30-31).  
 

Instead of being driven by guilt , fear 

and pride, you will find the gospel 
produces a new source of motiva-

tion. Love for God and for Christ is 

what will now compel you (2 Cor. 
5:14). Freed from the desire to per-

form and succeed, you will begin to 

love people truly instead of using 
them or being controlled by them. 

You will begin to serve God out of 

sheer delight instead of seeking to 
manipulate Him into blessing you, 

and you will give generously not to 

impress others, but because He has 
given so generously to you.  You 

will preach sermons, pray and wor-
ship not to get into God’s good 

books, but because in Jesus you are 

already in His good book. 
 

In this way then – through repen-

tance (confessing your unbelief and 
the motives that spring from it) and 

faith (trusting in what Christ has 

accomplished for you) – you can 
live as God’s child motivated by the 

gospel.  As you believe the gospel 

and let its truth sink into your soul, 
God rewires your motivational cen-

tre.  

 
And as that happens, stagnant spiri-

tual lives come alive and the church 

becomes a river of refreshing grace.  

by Geoffrey Macpherson, Pastor, 

Grace Church, Gisborne 

 
As I sit  down to write a pall of sad-

ness has descended once again on 

the small community of saints I’ve 
come to serve in Gisborne.  One of 

their number, Dr Vic Dodsworth, a 

man diminutive in stature but 
mighty in faith, passed from his hos-

pital bed into the presence of his 

Saviour last night. Absent from the 

body, present with the Lord. 
 

Why Gisborne? 
At a time like this I ask myself 
again, “Why am I here in Gis-

borne?”  Why exchange a city of 

350,000 for one of 35,000?  Why 
give up a healthy church of young 
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families for one where the saints 

seem more intent on seeing the face 

of Christ (literally) than my face? 
 

As I question myself I hear the 

voices of others too. The perplexed 
queries of some of our non-

Christian friends come to mind. 

“Why are you leaving Christchurch 
for Gisborne when you are saving 

money to help your kids through 

university? There is no university in 
Gisborne.”  I also hear Christian 

brothers and sisters asking, “Why 

leave a ten-year ministry to start 
over again?” Why? 

 

As many know, Gisborne, this 
small, isolated city on the East 

Coast of the North Island, is where I 
was born and raised.  Even now my 

mother and my wife Marie’s parents 

live here.  We grew up in Te 
Tairawhiti, Ngati Porou and pakeha 

side by side on this land. 

 
But it  wasn’t the land or even family 

that was the main reason why we 

chose to uproot and move here.  Ul-
timately we moved because we be-

lieve God was directing us here. It’s 

true, there is no worldly wisdom in 
leaving homes, schooling, friends 

and financial security to go to a 

place were it  appears that these 
things are lacking.  Yet, this is ‘par 

for the course’ for the Christian life. 

 
That brings Vic Dodsworth back to 

mind. Here was a man who always 

set the will of God at the centre of 

his life.  In his tract distribution on 
the troop carriers of World War II, 

his decision to begin medical train-

ing at the age of 39, and his later 
move to the mission field in Africa, 

Vic knew that he was being ‘led by 

the Father’s hand.’ 

 

Operation Over-Plant 
We have come to Gisborne to per-
form what could be termed a church 

‘over-plant.’  This is because we 

have come to an already existing 
church – to both a people and their 

building.  The members of what for 

many years was Bethel Chapel have 
asked us to help revitalize their gos-

pel witness under the banner of 
Grace Church. 

 

This call is truly humbling because 
it  demonstrates breathtaking gospel 

priorities on their part.  Where many 

churches would prefer to hold on to 
the bitter end and ‘go down with the 

ship’, the brothers and sisters at Be-

thel Chapel have chosen to put the 
gospel of Christ first. 

 

There will be challenges ahead, but 
at the end of the day my comfort is 

that this is God’s kingdom, and if 

this is his will  that we are doing,  
then he will bless the work of our 

hands. 

 

Join Us! 

So, I would invite you to join us in 

this ministry.  I don’t mean that you 

should all come to sunny Gisborne, 
although you would be very wel-

come here.  What I mean is that I 

want you to pray for the mission 
here at Grace Church. 

 

Pray that our new 10:30 worship 
services would impact the lives of 

both believers and non-Christians.  

Pray that our Sunday School would 
bear fruit , and that the youth group 

that we share with another chapel 

would result  in conversions.  Pray 
for the financial support that is 

needed for things like signage, 

newspaper advertising, flyers, hos-
pitality and an audio visual system. 

 
Pray for the people in the church; 

for our family in its new role, the 

sick, and the elderly and bereaved.  
Pray for the children and teens that 

they would find significance in 

Christ.  
 

Pray also for the Evangelical Pres-

byterian Church, Christchurch, who 
lovingly released me from their 

family to help establish a new 

church family.  Pray for them as 
they seek a new spiritual shepherd. 

 

And pray for those who grieve the 
death of Dr. Vic Dodsworth. Pray 

that both we and they would seek – 

as he always did – to be ‘led by the 
Father’s hand.’ 

Official Opening of Grace Church, Gisborne 

Signing the official agreement 

Sunday 6th May was a special day 

for Gisborne as people met to give 

thanks for over 120 years of minis-
try by Bethel Chapel, and seek 

God’s blessing on GPCNZ’s newest 

mission church, Grace Church Gis-
borne (Te Whare Atawhai). 

 

The excitement started around mid-
day on Saturday 5th with the arrival 

of carloads of visitors from Auck-

land and Tauranga.  The Japan Mis-

sion Team and friends put on a con-
cert (see photo on front page) after a 

barbeque for the Youth Group that 

Grace Church shares with Tamarau 
Community Church.  There was 

some great music, games and heaps 

of food. 
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On the Sunday we commenced the 

day with a Northern Presbytery 

meeting to examine and receive 
Geoff Macpherson as church-planter 

in Gisborne.  At 10:30 we held the 

first Grace Church worship service 
with the help of the musicians from 

Auckland.  Local member Joe King 

gave a moving testimony of his con-
version 47 years ago, and Geoff 

preached from Ephesians 1:3, 4. The 

offering for that service was $1500. 
 

After a shared lunch we assembled 

again with some friends from other 
local churches to see the actual 

handover of the church and installa-

tion of Geoff as evangelist in Gis-
borne.  Bethel Chapel elders 

Winston Franklin and Dave Carter 
spoke of the way that God had used 

the Open Brethren assembly over 

many years to extend God’s king-
dom.  They also shared how they 

could see God’s hand leading them 

to hand over the ministry and prem-
ises to GPCNZ.   

 

After the presbytery laid hands on 
Geoff, Peter Boyd (Covenant Pres-

b y t e r i a n )  

brough t  a 

charge to the 
n ewly  in -

stalled pastor, 

and Andrew 
Macpher son  

(Trinity Pres-

byterian) to 
the congrega-

tion. 

 
It was with 

some sadness, 

however, that 
we learned after the services of the 

passing away of Mrs. Glenda 

Eames, wife of Bethel elder Sid, at 
the age of 81.  Glenda had lingered 

for almost two months after she was 
struck by a car while walking on the 

footpath in Palmerston North.  Pre-

cious in God’s sight is his saint’s 
death. Pray for the Eames family at 

this t ime. 

 
The Macpherson family has almost 

settled into Gisborne.  At the time of 

writing we are waiting for a Land 
Information Memorandum to con-

firm a contract to purchase a house 

on Sunvale Crescent.  We held out 

for a place with an extra guest room 
and large lounge for meetings. We 

have learned since (to our dismay), 
that Sunvale Crescent is the 

‘Christmas Lights’ street in Gis-

borne! 
 

A big ‘thank you’ to all who gave 

their precious time and money to 
come to Gisborne to serve us over 

the weekend.  May God bless you 

all, and come again! 

by Andrew Young 

 

“My heart is stirred by a noble 
theme as I recite my verses for the 

king;  

my tongue is the pen of a skillful 
writer.” Ps. 45:1 

 

These words from the 45th Psalm 
came to mind as I was about to be-

gin the first  Christian Writers Work-

shop in Christchurch last October. 
They seemed to capture the secret of 

effective Christian writing (and 

speaking), namely, a warm heart, 
stirred by a noble theme, communi-

cated by a skillful pen, to a distinct 

audience. When these things exist 
together good writing is bound to 

follow. 

 

I had raised the idea of conducting a 
writer’s workshop at the last Gen-

eral Assembly with the goal of 

stimulating GPCNZ members to 
write – especially for Growing in 

Grace. I believed then, as I still do 

now, that our Church needs people 
who love to write and can help oth-

ers do so too.  

 
And there is no question that there 

are people within our ranks inter-

ested in writing. Enthusiastic groups 
gathered in Christchurch, Dunedin 

and Wyndham for the three-hour 

workshop when I visited the South 
last year. Among the keenest was 

Hayden Macpherson, Geoff and 

Marie’s eldest boy. I see him being 

a prolific writer in the years ahead. 
 

Not that he or anyone else should 

put off writing to the future. Pro-
crastination is a perpetual plague for 

writers.  Write now! There are sto-

ries everywhere if we know how to 
look for them. A striking sermon, a 

hilarious social activity, a special 

achievement – these and a host of 
other events are waiting to be writ-

ten about. And then there are reports 

and more serious articles. Let them 
flow that they can be refreshing 

streams of grace for others. 

 Skillful Writers 
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by Mark 

Smith 

 
As a rule I 

don’t enjoy being proved wrong, but 

I was pleased be so when it came to 
my impressions about the involve-

ment of our congregations in over-

seas missions. There’s much more 
happening than I thought! 

 

The last General Assembly ap-
pointed a Committee for World Mis-

sions with Mark Smith (chairman), 

Malcolm Tasker, and Trevor Webb 
as its inaugural members. It was 

during our first telephone meeting 

on October 4th that I was enlight-
ened about the scope of our over-

seas mission involvement. This is 
what I learned: 

 

We have two families who have just 
been accepted for mission work:  

The Secombe family from Covenant 

Presbyterian Church in Ma-
nurewa plan to go to Japan for 

medical and church planting 

ministries under OMF.  

The Ure family from GPC in Gore 
plan to undertake medical-based 

mission work in Asia.  

 
We have two short term missions 

planned: 

The Dunedin congregation is pre-
paring to send a short term mis-

sion team to the Philippines for 

about 3 weeks in early 2008. 
The Covenant congregation also 

has people with contacts in the 

Philippines and hopes to send a 
team there – perhaps to provide 

clean water – later this year. 

[Note: The Philippines provides 
a wide range of opportunities 

for short-term mission. It  has 
large cities with urban poor and 

rural areas where people have a 

subsistence lifestyle. English is 
spoken in many places, and peo-

ple are interested in spiritual 

things.] 
The Covenant congregation has had 

regular short-term mission trips 

to Japan over recent years and 

had another trip in December 
2006. This Mission focused on a 

music ministry which provided 

new contacts and opportunities 
for outreach for 3 local 

churches. Why send missionar-

ies to Japan? At the meeting I 
learned that Japan represents the 

largest unreached people-group 

in the world – that’s a good rea-
son!  

 

There are a number of other initia-
tives going on in congregations. 

These are some that I am aware of 

in our congregations in the south: 
Gore congregation, through Don 

and Dawn Wallace are minister-
ing to Christians in Kenya. 

EPC Christchurch has a growing 

contact and support with the 
Cambodian Hope Organisation. 

Ashburton EPC congregation has 

had a long-term support for an 
orphanage in India.  

by Andrew Young, Pastor,  

Redeemer Grace Presbyterian 

Church, Auckland 
 

Last October I was asked to share 

some of the lessons our Redeemer 
church has learned about connecting 

with its community.  

 
Ten came to mind, each reducible to 

a single word or two. We don’t nec-

essarily practice them well, but they 
are lessons that we believe are keys 

to any church connecting with its 

local community. Here they are.  
 

For a church to connect with its 

community it  must be: 
 

Intentional  – that is, it must be de-

liberate in its effort to reach the 

community and devote itself whole-
heartedly to doing so. 

Specific – it must do so in ways 

suited to its gifts, passions and sense 
of calling. 

Corporate – it  must do so as a  

team, each member playing their 
part in ministries that touch the 

community. 

Authentic – it  must do so sincerely, 
aiming to love and help those it 

serves. 

Practical  – it  must do so in ways 
that address practical needs as well 

spiritual.  

Patient – it  must be prepared to 
spend time (perhaps much time) 

letting God do his 

work in his t ime.    

Gospel-focused – 
it  must present the good news that 

God has provided a complete rem-

edy for human need in the life, 
death and resurrection of his Son.  

Bible-centred – it  must rely on the 

Holy Spirit  to use God’s Word to 
change people’s lives. 

Prayerful  – it  must pray that God 

would open the hearts of sinners, 
empower workers, provide re-

sources, and protect from evil.  

Watchful  – it  must be constantly 
alert to spiritual opposition, and es-

pecially to the perils of pride, dis-

couragement and depression. 

Keys to Connecting 

Overseas Mission Committee 
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Our Cambodian Experience 
by Trevor and Mary Webb  

(EPC Christchurch) 

 
In August 2006, we were privileged 

to spend five action-packed weeks 

in Cambodia. For the first  four 
weeks we taught English to eighteen 

keen students at Phnom Penh Bible 

College, and then visited Cambodia 
Hope Organisation (CHO) in Poipet, 

northwest Cambodia, on the Thai 

border. In this article we give a 
glimpse of life in Cambodia and a 

brief description of the ministry of 

CHO. 

 

Impressions of life  in Cambodia  
Smells: Incense burning, rotting 
fish, diesel fumes, petrol fumes, ex-

otic food, flowers for the shrine, 
flowers on trees… 

Sounds: Moto (bike) engines, vehi-

cle horns, dogs barking, street ven-
dors squeaking plastic bottles to 

attract attention, chattering in a 

strange language, torrents of rain 
beating on an iron roof, thunder 

pealing, soft gentle voices, people 

singing praise to God, children re-
citing Bible verses, God’s Word 

being powerfully  proclaimed, 

prayer, students struggling with a 
new language, laughing… 

Sights: Few cars, many motos and 

bicycles, huge unwieldy loads of 

people and produce stacked on mo-

tos and vans, tailless hungry stray 
cats by the dozen, orange-robed 

monks with yellow umbrellas, or-

nate pagodas for the Buddhist wor-
ship, small shrines in front of shops 

and houses, people crammed into 

narrow lanes between stalls in 
crowded markets, people asleep 

(behind food stalls, in hammocks, 

on a bridge wall, on moto seats), 
wonderfully exotic fruits, healthy 

green veges, ch ecked Khmer  

scarves on heads and around necks, 
signs warning of landmines, flooded 

rice fields, homes on stilts over wa-

ter, wide muddy flooded rivers, 
small dirty houseboats, 

semi-naked children (no 
nappies here), instruments 

of torture and a pile of 

human skulls in a mu-
seum, dusty roads, sticky 

mud roads after rain, spar-

kling white shirts, people 
learning new skills, gentle 

smiles, small Church  

buildings filled with 
happy people, teachers 

loving their small stu-

dents, God’s people show-
ing His love to the poor 

and needy, cheerful ser-

vice to God, grateful receivers of 

God’s love and care… 

Feelings: Hot and sticky, t ired, ex-
cited, nervous, a litt le frightened 

(once), distracted by Satan through 

the shrines and temples, comfort 
and help from God in the face of 

distraction, sadness and tears as I 

shared the sorrow of the ‘killing 
fields’, overwhelmed by kindness 

from strangers, peace as we met 

with God’s family, humbled by the 
huge sacrifices made for God’s 

kingdom, shame as I look at my pal-

try efforts for God, joy at seeing 
people helped in Jesus’ name, love 

as we fellowshipped with our broth-

ers and sisters, thankfulness for the 

Chomno and Kim In, founders of the World Hope  

Organisation plus three helpers in their restaurant  
See back page for more photos 

EPC and Wyndham Evangelical 

Church support outreach to the 

Halba people in India through 
Babu and Grace Thomas. 

 

The work of the Overseas Mission 
Committee  
The Committee was formed to help 

our churches work together more 
effectively in overseas missions. Its 

work will be focused on three areas: 

1. Assisting local churches and 
presbyteries to play their part in 

overseas mission. By the develop-

ment of a mission’s handbook, coor-

dinating missionary speakers, and 

communicating with local ‘missions 

representatives’, we hope to develop 
our mission focus.  

 

2. Working with missionaries, 
mission agencies and churches in 
other nations. By forming relation-

ships with mission agencies, and 
developing links with like-minded 

indigenous churches, we hope to 

assist  those sent from our churches 
to play their part in global mission 

as well as encourage our brothers 

and sisters in Christ world-wide. 

3. Communication and prayer.  

Communication helps us to support 

each other prayerfully and finan-
cially. We hope to do this through 

‘Growing in Grace’ and possibly 

our GPCNZ website.  We want you 
to be informed about what GPCNZ 

is doing in taking the love of Christ 

to the nations so that we can all 
unite in prayer for this cause. We 

plan to provide more information on 

mission endeavours in future issues 
of GIG. 
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prayers and 

love of our 

friends and 
family back 

home, hope 

f o r  t h e 
church in 

Cambodia as 

we saw God at work in His people, 
thankfulness to God for safety and 

His care, and a great sense of privi-

lege for being able to serve, in a 
small way, our precious brothers 

and sisters in the Lord in Cambodia. 

 

Cambodia Hope Organisation   
The work of CHO is an example of 

how much God can accomplish 
when a person feels His compassion 

for the fatherless and widows and 
steps out in faith to do something to 

help in the name of the Lord. 

Chomno In felt  this compassion 
some years ago for the young girls 

being sold for the sex trade across 

the Thai border. He began to reach 
out by providing a home and alter-

native income for these girls in 

need. Then, as he saw new needs, he 
continued to seek God's face and to 

do something to help. The Lord has 

richly blessed this man of faith such 

that he now heads up a mission em-

ploying about 30 people.  
 

The mission is focused on families 

in need. Highlights of their ministry 
during 2005 were:  

350 children from 12 villages edu-

cated (four teachers teaching for 
2 hrs at each site, 2 in the morn-

ing and 2 in the afternoon. Chil-

dren sit  outside on mats under a 
tree, with a white board.)  

Home vegetable garden training - 

mini-farm training for 350 fami-
lies, 27 school teachers (1850 

children). 

Installing wells/pumps in schools 
and villages (22 installations) 

Vocational training (sewing skill, 
motorbike repair, computer, 

food preparation and hygiene, 

animal husbandry)  
HIV/AIDS home care for 30 pa-

tients – includes medication and 

home care.  
Micro-enterprises –  providing loans 

to start  businesses such as sew-

ing, motorbike repair shop, sell-
ing fruit , animal raising or new 

crops (62 businesses begun). 

Each work day begins with a devo-

tional meditation and prayer. All 

activities are undertaken in Jesus’ 
name, with the gospel being shared 

and people being prayed for. 

Chomno is ever conscious of eternal 
needs and, because he could not find 

a faithful pastor to come to Poipet, 

he has began his own church plant 
there.  

 

His vision for the future is to estab-
lish a hospice for AIDs sufferers 

(2007), begin church plants in 

neighbouring villages, and begin a  
Christian school. At present the 

most pressing need is to build a sec-

ond storey on his current building so  
they have sufficient room to accom-

modate their growing congregation.  
 

We commend this work to your 

prayers. There are many ways that 
you could be involved in this great 

work for the Lord. If you would like  

to learn more about the mission 
please contact us at 

webbt@paradise.net.nz 

 

by Daniel Willis, Trinity 

 

I must say that my first  thought was 
that I'm too young to be an elder. 

'Elder' is 'older' with a slightly dif-

ferent vowel in there somewhere. 
But I've not long turned thirty, and 

while my hair is naturally quite thin, 

I've still 
got about 

as much 

as I've 
a l wa y s 

had. And 

none of 
it  is gray. 

Yet. 

So - about the journey to eldership. 

A few paragraphs cannot begin to 

do any sort of justice to a journey 
that began over thirty years ago, and 

yet all journeys have a beginning.  I 

was born, I grew up, went to church 
pretty much every Sunday and be-

came a Christian. Trinity Church 

was planted nearly six years ago; 
my wife Michelle and I are found-

ing members. I stepped sideways 

from one church into the other, with 
the expectation that I would just be  

doing the same old thing but in a 

different place. That expectation 
was quite wrong. 

 

In a smaller church, you find your-

self much closer to the front line. 

You actually see things change; the 

dynamicity is unignorable. Our pas-
tor, Andrew Macpherson, has 

worked tirelessly, putting out fires 

when the heat gets a bit  much, and 
lighting fires under those who think 

they're too cool. But one man, no 

matter how many matches or fire 
extinguishers he has, can only do so 

much. 

 
To hear that I was nominated for 

eldership was in some ways a sur-

prise. I was surprised that I might be 
thought a candidate, and also not 

surprised, as I guess I can't  expect to 

continue in my walk with Christ 

My Journey to Eldership 

Daniel Willis 
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Northern Presbytery 
Covenant Presbyterian Church 
  As a congregation we are taking 

part in an initiative to have a Gospel 
Tract in Every Home in Manurewa 

by the end of 2007. 

∗ Please pray as we leave tracts in 
mail boxes and door knock around 

Covenant; that God's word would 

make a mighty impact in the lives 
of people. 

  This year we have begun a Chris-

tian Mind Course held every Thurs-
day evening, led by Richard Flinn; 

an Adult Sunday School Class led 

by Peter Reynolds, and a new Mem-
bers Class on Sunday afternoons. 

 
Missions Praise and Prayer  

∗ Campbell & Concordia Gill along 

with Rolf & Sabina Huber are un-
dertaking an exploratory Mission 

Trip to the Philippines in Septem-

ber.  The Lord willing they will go 
to Concordia's home village of 

T igao on the island of Mindanao; 

they will take bibles and bible  
study material in the native lan-

guage and distribute them.  Please 

pray for this exciting pioneering 
work in the Lord.  While there 

they will also explore practical 

ways of helping those who live in 
T igao. 

∗ Give thanks for the Lord's abun-
dant supply for  Martin & Sama-

natha Seccombe and family and 

pray as they prepare to leave for 
full t ime mission service in Ja-

pan.  The Lord willing they will  

first  travel to attend an OMF ori-

entation in Singapore in 

July and then on to Japan 

to begin language studies 
in Sapporo. 

∗ We give thanks that the 

Covenant Japan 2006 team 
had many opportunities to 

build bridges while minis-

tering through music.  
Please pray for all those 

who came along and heard 

the Christmas message in 
their own tongue from mis-

sionaries who the team 

works alongside; that it  will have 
a lasting impact in their lives. 

∗ Please uphold Sujin Moon who is 

currently ministering China helping 
to look after children while learning 

the language and Matthew Tasker 
who is currently teaching English at 

the Hisai Bible Church in Tsu, Japan. 

 
Trinity Presbyterian Church 
(see picture on the front cover of our 

camp tug of war) 
∗ Give thanks for three new mem-

bers to our church. 

∗ Pray for the upcoming meeting 
with developers over a piece of 

land they have promised us- that 
they will keep their word on the 

price, land size and that we will be  

able to purchase it  this year. 
∗ For all the children / youth at  

Trinity – that we will be able to 

minister to them appropriately. 

 

Redeemer Grace Presbyterian 

Church 
  We thank the Lord for continuing 

opportunities to meet new contacts 

in our community.  A major high-
light at the end of last year was our 

Shine Party.  Around 200 members 

of the local community attended.  
As well as games and a BBQ we 

invited Eroni Clarke (an ex-All 
Black who one of the local streets is 

named after) to come and give a 

short message which was very well 
received.  We still have a good 

number of kids attending our chil-

dren's ministries including Kids 
Church, but would really like to 

make more progress in making 

greater contact with adults in the 
community. 

  Andrew, Nola and John Young are 

planning to spend the last 6 months 
of this year in the USA where An-

drew will have a Sabbatical and do 

some further study.  This will leave 
a bit  of a hole in our small congre-

gation.  Thankfully Guy McKenzie 

a former Grace College student has 
made himself available to help us 

over the six month period. 
∗ Give thanks for our continuing to 

meet new kids in the community 

News and Prayer Points from the Churches 

Some of the folks at Trinity 

without moving from my present 

state; after all, this is a journey. 

 
I accepted the nomination and sub-

sequent ordination knowing that this 

was an office and a calling into 
which I must grow. It  is with mixed 

feelings of both honour and trepida-

tion that I share the tit le of 'elder' 

with Pastor Andrew and Michael 

Bailey. These are both great men; 
seasoned professionals with many 

years of experience. I have much to 

learn. But to have some direction is 
an encouragement, and to have a 

greater mandate to serve God's peo-

ple is both humbling and exciting. 

Please pray for the Trinity Church 

eldership; for wisdom, patience, 
inspiration, encouragement and for 

the Lord's bountiful blessings to be 

administered amongst the people of 
Takanini.  
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and please pray that we would 

also develop relationships with 

their parents and other adults. 
∗ Please pray for our ministries 

(Kids Church, Musicise, Home-

work and Sports) that the lives of 
those who attend may truly be 

touched by the gospel. 
∗ Pray for those ministering in this 

often very difficult  work 

∗ Pray for the Youngs as they go 
overseas for 6 months and for Guy 

McKenzie and his wife Adele as 

they come and help us out 
∗ Please also continue to remember 

Hamish and Anita Macdonald and 

their ongoing trials as parents of a 
child with a major illness. 

 

Grace, Gisborne 
Give Thanks 

∗ That the Macphersons' house sale 

(in Christchurch) went through 
without any hassles and that their 

stuff got to Gisborne alright  

∗ For new folks attending  
 

Pray for 
∗ Sid Eames as he adjusts to the loss 

of his wife 

∗ The Mac's house purchase 
∗ Part-time work for Geoff 

∗ New contacts in the community 

∗ The transition to being a Grace 
Presbyterian Church 

 

Central Presbytery 

Grace Community Fellowship, 
New Plymouth 

∗ Pray for several that attend ser-

vices regularly but do not 

know Christ as their Saviour. 
∗ Pray for God to add a couple of 

mature Christian families to our 

congregation so that the workload 
can be spread and new ministries 

started. 

∗ Pray for the Bible in Schools pro-
gramme that John Farr is now in-

volved in at the school where the 

church meets. Pray that it  will be  
used as a gateway into the com-

munity. 

We are exploring the possibility of 
running a children's programme 

during the July school holidays. 

∗ Pray that God will raise up work-
ers and show us the way ahead.   

 
Evangelical Presbyterian Church, 

Christchurch 
  We have just said farewell to 
Geoff, Marie, Hadyn and Finlay 

Macpherson. What great t imes of 

blessing we have enjoyed with them 
personally and collectively. How 

exciting to see them being called to 

establish the work in Gisborne. Pray 
for us as we look for God’s provi-

sion for the days ahead. 

  We have a Girls and Boys Group 
and a weekly after-school club for a 

rural school that has discontinued 

Bible-in-schools. These ministries 
are going well.  

∗ Pray for the leaders of 

these ministries that 
they will continue to 

have the energy and 
ideas needed to main-

tain the children’s inter-

est. 
  Sunday School has also 

increased in numbers this 

year. We have three 
classes with 8-13 in each 

class.  

  We are ever conscious 
of our ineffectiveness of 

reaching the lost.  

∗ Pray that we become more active 

in reaching out to the community 

with the love of God and the mes-
sage of hope and blessing in the 

gospel. 

The Uni-Impact ministry Lincoln is 
continuing.  

∗ Pray for Rob Reynolds who is 

leading this ministry now that 
Blake Marshall has moved on. 

We have enjoyed a heightened ex-

posure to overseas missions and 
missionaries this year. This is really 

great. 

∗ Pray that we would see what in-
volvement God wants us to com-

mit to as a church.  

∗ Pray for our newly elected mission 
committee. 

We have a watching brief, waiting 
to find a site or buildings suited to 

the ministry of the church.  

∗ Pray for this as seeking facilit ies 
can involve a lot of t ime and re-

sources.  

 
Evangelical Presbyterian Church, 

Ashburton and Fairlie  
∗ Thanks for an encouraging AGM! 
We had set a very ambitious 

budget and by the Lord's grace we 

were able to meet it. 
∗ We have a men’s tea as an oppor-

tunity to invite friends along - 

please pray for the contacts made 
and follow up opportunities 

News and Prayer Points continued... 

Boys from GPC Gore’s cycling trip enjoying a river 

swim 

Steve & Eva Panapa 



Southern Presbytery 
Grace Bible  Church, Dunedin 
∗ Give thanks for the growth at 

Grace Bible Church Dunedin and 
the increased opportunities of 

sharing Christ that have come 

with this. 
∗ For God’s leading and provision 

as we look for a worship facility 

that better suits the needs of our 
growing congregation. 

∗ Pray for the team preparing to 

serve on a missions trip to the 
Philippines in January 2008. 

∗ Pray for the city of Dunedin and 

its spiritual condition. 
Grace Bible Church Dunedin was 

challenged in the later part of 2006 
about our need to get out, meet our 

local community and serve them in 

love as a first  step in community 
outreach.  A Free Community Car-

wash was decided upon as the 

means and in December our ideas 
were put into practice.  This was 

such a positive experience that this 

was repeated in March of this year. 
  Church members as young as 1 

year of age were part of the serving 

team doing everything from holding 
roadside signs, washing the cars, 

giving out sausages, keeping birds 

away from the barbeque and chat-
ting to our customers or other pass-

ers by curious as to what we were 
doing.  We loved the opportunities 

we got to meet and talk to people as 

inevitably they ask “why are you 
doing this?”.  It’s amazing what 

they share when they understand 

that you are genuinely serving them 
with ‘no catch’.  As a result  of our 

carwashes we have made some good 

friends, some have even come to see 
what church is like and then brought 

friends back.  So while litt le outright 

evangelism was done at initial con-
tact the relationships made have led 

to further opportunities.   

  God has truly blessed our stepping 
out to love our community.  Be en-

couraged and find some ways to 

serve in your community. 
 

Grace Presbyterian 

Church, Invercargill  

& Tuatapere Fellow-
ship 
∗ Please pray for in-

creased con tacts 
within the local 

community 

∗ Give thanks for the 
Lord’s blessing so 

far! 

Steve and Eva and Victoria Panapa 
are in Invercargill for six months, 

they are initiating contacts with the 

parents and caregivers of the chil-
dren that come to the TAG pro-

gramme (not a graffiti teaching pro-

gramme) but a children’s Bible 
based after school ministry. TAG 

stands for Tuesdays At Grace. Steve 
has just begun visiting in the com-

munity with Peter Van den Brink 

which happens once a week. Steve 
is also preaching at Grace Invercar-

gill and one Sunday a month goes 

back to Owaka/Balclutha to preach 
and visit on a Sunday, and a Mon-

day. Eva helps with childrens Sun-

day School, attends the Ladies 
Group and makes contacts in the 

community as opportunities present 

themselves. Victoria is doing a pre-
nursing course at SIT  and is looking 

to stay on in Invercargill t ill the end 

of the year doing another nursing- 
related course. She is still deciding 

whether to come back in 2008 for a 

continuation of nur sing stud-
ies. Steve and Eva will be finishing 

at the end of July when they will 
head back to Auckland.  

 

Grace Presbyterian Church, Gore 
Give thanks for:  

∗ Andrew and Kate's deputation & 

safe return 
∗ The boys cycle camp (Feb) and 

recent day out  

∗ Children's outreach Bruce and 
Julie ran over Easter 

∗ Sam Duthie coming to help us. 

  
Pray for     

∗ Andrew and Kate's support and 

preparation for Asia 
∗ Friday night outreach restarting 

this term 

∗ Discipling young believers 
∗ Intermediate boys group 

∗ 10 new families to join with us 

this year 
∗ Safety in working with youth  

In mid-January, we took a group of 
intermediate boys on an overnight 

cycle camp (see picture on front 

cover and on this page) on a nearby 
farm; sleeping in the woolshed. It 

was the first t ime off-road for some 

of them, but they soon got the hang 
of it. The weather was great and the 

first afternoon we went swimming 

in a nearby river. We also did some 
grass sledding and spotlighting that 

evening. One of the highlights for 

the boys was a long down hill farm 
track which they raced down over 

and over again. It  became a lowlight 

on the second day however, when 
one of the boys missed a corner and 

went for a tumble. After a trip to 

hospital, some stitches and a good 
night 's sleep, he was recovering 

well. They are all keen to go out 
again soon, in fact the keenest is the 

one who had the crash! 

 

Wyndham Evangelical Church 
∗ Praise the Lord we're finally using 

our refurbished building 
∗ Pray for renewing of community 

service contacts (like children's 

programs) using the building as 
base 

∗ Pray for a renewed sense of fel-

lowship as we make some changes 
to Bible study groups 
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Wyndham Evangelical Church’s refurbished building 
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